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In this enlarged and thoroughly revised third edition of his widely used text, Darwin Reid Payne explores the
principles and philosophies that shape the visual elements of theatre. Payne sets out to discover who
scenographers are and to define their responsibilities. He sees scenographers as not merely craftspersons but
artists with a special vision that spans all the arts. Such artists are in a position to extend and amplify
underlying meanings of the production. The proper goal of beginning scenographers, according to Payne, is
one day to be able to approach the job as artists in full command of their craft. Payne seeks to instill in
beginning scenographers a basic core of knowledge: an understanding of theatre history and the development
of drama; a knowledge of art history and an understanding of periods and styles of architecture, painting,
sculpture, furnishings, and costume; and a familiarity with the principles, techniques, and materials of
pictorial and three-dimensional design. This new edition contains 248 illustrations, 38 more than the second
edition. Payne's goal, certainly, is to teach students what to do and how to do it; equally important, however,
is Payne's view that scenographers must know why. To Payne, Scenography is an art whose scope is nothing
less than the whole world outside the theatre. Scenographers must read not only in their own field but in
others as well. Payne has incorporated into his text many suggestions for outside readings, quoting passages
and even entire chapters from important works. Stressing research, Payne argues that without knowledge of
the literature of their own and related arts, scenographers cannot grow. Andthat is the emphasis of this book:
to present aspiring scenographers with an approach and a set of concepts that will enable them to grow.
Toward that end, Payne establishes five priorities, the first of which is to develop in students what he calls
time vision, or the ability to see the historical past as a living place with living inhabitants. The second
priority is to bring about an awareness that allows students to see beneath the surface of objects and events.
Third, students must be helped to recognize and appreciate the difference between the concept of space as it
exists outside the theatre and the concept of space as it is used within the theatre. The fourth priority is to
ingrain in students an understanding of the importance of imagery to the scenographer, and the final priority
is to teach those technical skills necessary to carry out the concepts of the scenographer.
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From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor
Paperback). Try to make the book The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor Paperback) as
your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Rosemarie Pickett:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor Paperback) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get before. The The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor
Paperback) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michael Walker:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition
(Ann Arbor Paperback) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Jessica Wilson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition
(Ann Arbor Paperback) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have
The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor Paperback).
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