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Based on an actual, bloody dispute between wheat farmers and the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1880, “The
Octopus” is Frank Norris’ story of the waning days of the frontier West. Based on an actual incident, "The
Octopus" is set in the San Joaquin Valley of central California towards the end of the 19th century -- not long
before it was written. It concerns a dispute between the Pacific & Southwestern Railroad (in historical
reality, the Southern Pacific) which owns the land it runs through and the tenant wheat ranchers who farm it.
This is a turn-of-the-century epic of California wheat farmers struggling against the rapacity of the Pacific
and Southwestern Railroad, which will stop at nothing to extend its domination. The company controls the
local paper, the land, the legislature and, when the farmers organize to protect themselves, even manages to
control their representative on the state rate-fixing commission. An exemplary work of its time, “The
Octopus” uses the perpetual production of wheat as a metaphor for the continuous cycle of the good of the
earth prevailing over the evil of men, while examining the integrity and resolve of men faced with financial
ruin. An unremitting tale of greed and betrayal, it was originally intended as one-third of Norris' never-
completed "Epic of the Wheat" trilogy.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Norris:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Octopus: A Story of California
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The
Octopus: A Story of California become your starter.

Matthew Sammons:

The book untitled The Octopus: A Story of California contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the
new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Nicolas Dandrea:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Octopus: A Story of California was vibrant and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Octopus: A Story of California has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that
will.

Terry Myers:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Octopus: A Story of California to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about
book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through
it. Beside that the book The Octopus: A Story of California can to be your new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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