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Josiah Gorgas was best known as the highly regarded Chief of Confederate Ordnance. Born in 1818, he
attended West Point, served in the U.S. Army, and later, after marrying Amelia Gayle, daughter of a former
Alabama governor, joined the Confederacy. After the Civil War he served as president of The University of
Alabama until ill health forced him to resign. His journals, maintained between 1857 and 1878, reflect the
family's economic successes and failures, detail the course of the South through the Civil War, and describe
the ordeal of Reconstruction. Few journals cover such a sweep of history. An added dimension is the view of
Victorian family life as Gorgas explored his feelings about aspects of parental responsibility and
transmission of values to children--a rarely documented account from the male perspective. His son, called
Willie in the journals, was William Crawford Gorgas (1854-1920), who was noted for his fight to control
yellow fever and who became surgeon general of the United States.

In his foreword to the volume, Frank E. Vandiver states: "Wiggins has done much more than present a well-
edited version of Gorgas's diaries and journals; she has interpreted them in full Gorgas family context and in
perspective of the times they cover. . . . Wiggins informs with the sort of editorial notes expected of a careful
scholar, but she enlightens with wide knowledge of American and southern history. . . . Josiah Gorgas [was]
an unusually observant, passionate man, a 'galvanized Rebel' who deserves rank among the true geniuses of
American logistics."
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Stidham:

The book The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878
to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Journals
of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Leonel Burton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other
is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Journals of
Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Belinda Bedard:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list will be The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Jason Allen:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 as well as
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other
book likes The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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