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Seen from the air, the seemingly endless "flyover" spaces that form America's Midwest appear in rectangular
variations of brown, green, and ochre, with what Michael Martone terms "the tended look of a train set." In
these essays, the flatness of the region becomes the author's canvas for a richly textured, multidimensional
exploration of its culture and history. In the tradition of the Greek myths that inspire him, Martone begins at
the beginning -- his beginning -- as a child who "grew up" in his mother's high school English classroom. As
the essays unfold, provocative accounts of his experiences lead us on a path toward discovery of the stories
that build our own sense of place and color our understanding of the world.From depicting the details of
mechanized cow-milking to relating the similarities between the Greek city of Sparta and Indianapolis,
Martone subtly connects different cultures, times, and stories. "Stories We Tell Ourselves" characterizes the
fluid, energetic writing that transforms a mundane small town into an intertwined, vibrant world shaped by
the perceptions and memories of the people who live there. What begins in one classroom at Central High
effortlessly builds into a discussion, by turns playful, serious, and poignant, that touches on myriad subjects.
Before our realization, Martone unites The Odyssey, Iowa farmers, a human genome map, American Gothic,
and Dan Quayle into a saga equal to any from Classical mythology, showing us that a house, a farm, a town,
a country, or a civilization has energy and dimension only through the stories of its inhabitants. The Flatness
and Other Landscapes proves that our lives and the landscapes that surround us are only asflat as we perceive
them to be.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Dennie:

This The Flatness and Other Landscapes (Associated Writing Programs Award for Creative Nonfiction) are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Flatness
and Other Landscapes (Associated Writing Programs Award for Creative Nonfiction) can be one of many
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this The Flatness and Other Landscapes (Associated Writing Programs Award for Creative Nonfiction)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jose Holmes:

The book untitled The Flatness and Other Landscapes (Associated Writing Programs Award for Creative
Nonfiction) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read
the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Helen Jackson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Flatness and Other Landscapes (Associated
Writing Programs Award for Creative Nonfiction) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book The Flatness and Other Landscapes (Associated Writing Programs Award for Creative
Nonfiction) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading which.

Sarah Porter:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Flatness and Other Landscapes (Associated
Writing Programs Award for Creative Nonfiction) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like
to available a book and learn it. Beside that the book The Flatness and Other Landscapes (Associated



Writing Programs Award for Creative Nonfiction) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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