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S. D. Goitein's magisterial five-volume work on Jewish communities in the medieval Mediterranean world
offers an unparalleled view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and conducted their economic and
social affairs. Living under Muslim rule, the Jews became increasingly urbanized and played a significant
part in an expanding world economy. As major actors in the flourishing intellectual life of the period, they
forged much of what constitutes traditional Judaism today and served as a conduit of Islamic learning to the
Christian West.

Goitein's masterpiece is now abridged and reworked by Jacob Lassner in a single volume that captures the
essential narratives and contexts of the original. To understand the value of this distillation, we need to
picture the remarkable, all-but-impenetrable cache of unique letters and documents found by accident in a
geniza, or repository of sacred writings, in Old Cairo. These materials, unlike historical chronicles and
literary texts of the time, represent the living experiences of people in a wide variety of settings throughout
the entire Mediterranean and stretching as far east as the Indian subcontinent.

Goitein explored and interpreted these texts as no other scholar had. Lassner, in turn, makes Goitein's
findings available to a wide audience and then moves on to raise a host of new and tantalizing questions
about the Jews of the Geniza and the relationship of their community to the hegemonic Muslim society.
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From reader reviews:

Hope Giles:

The book A Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One Volume can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book A Mediterranean
Society: An Abridgment in One Volume? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book A Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One Volume has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Carol Ratliff:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this A
Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One Volume, you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Mark Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Mediterranean Society: An
Abridgment in One Volume book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt A Mediterranean
Society: An Abridgment in One Volume as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is
one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Marjorie Thompson:

Beside this kind of A Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One Volume in your phone, it may give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have A Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One Volume because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of.



Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book along with read it from right now!
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