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At the height of Ronald Reagan's popularity in July 1986, Time Magazine wrote glowingly of how he had
"found America's sweet spot." Reagan seemed a "magician who carries a bright, ideal America like a
holograph in his mind and projects its image in the air." Not since journalist Theodore White rhapsodized
about "Camelot" in the wake of John F. Kennedy's assassination had a president been spoken of so
reverently. And indeed, Reagan seemed to know just what America wanted to hear. In the 1980 campaign,
energized by Jimmy Carter's problems, the Republican nominee downplayed his own conservative economic
and social ideas to call for a restoration of national strength and pride. "This is the greatest country in the
world," he declared, "we have the talent, we have the drive, we have the imagination. Now all we need is the
leadership." Government, he said time and again "is not the solution to our problem, government is the
problem." Reagan pledged to bring Americans a "little good news" and during the next eight years, through
recession and recovery, cold war and detente, success and scandal, he forged a powerful bond with the
public. His popularity appeared so unrelated to actual achievements and so undiminished by failure that
Colorado Representative Pat Schroeder dubbed him the "teflon president."
While much has written about the Reagan presidency by "insiders" and journalists, Reckoning with Reagan
is the first historian's account of the period, providing a brief but comprehensive and non-polemical overview
of what exactly took place while Reagan was in charge. Schaller, the acclaimed author of Douglas
MacArthur, The American Occupation of Japan, and The United States and China in the Twentieth Century,
presents a lively account of the Reagan years, analyzing the origins and consequences of the Reagan
administration's domestic and foreign policies, and weighing the former president's great personal and
political popularity against the effects of his economic, social, diplomatic, and strategic decisions. Showing
how an illusion of national strength, prosperity, and global power was created at a time when these were in
fact declining, Schaller discusses all aspects of the Reagan revolution, including Reaganomics, the rise of
political Christianity, the drug war, changes in the American family, relations with the Soviet Union,
terrorism, and the end of the Cold War. Writing in a straightforward and lively style, Schaller brings to light
a host of complex issues--from supply-side economics to the appeal of televangelists; from the secret foreign
policies of the Iran/Contra adventurists to Reagan's days of "Evil Empire" and the eventual detente with
Mikhail Gorbachev.
Much more than an account of Reagan the man, Schaller offers us a fascinating evaluation of the Reagan
phenomenon, providing an accessible introduction for Americans struggling to understand the illusory and
actual impact of the Reagan administration on the 1980's and on years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Cantu:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Reckoning with Reagan: America and Its
President in the 1980s. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important any book Reckoning with Reagan: America and Its President in the 1980s. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
study.

Shirley Daniels:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Reckoning with Reagan: America and Its President in the 1980s will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Harry Barnes:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Reckoning with Reagan: America and Its President in
the 1980s can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Reckoning with Reagan: America
and Its President in the 1980s.

Marjorie Calhoun:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Reckoning with Reagan: America and Its
President in the 1980s as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Reckoning with Reagan: America and Its President in the 1980s to make



your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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