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Performance in America demonstrates the vital importance of the performing arts to contemporary U.S.
culture. Looking at a series of specific performances mounted between 1994 and 2004, well-known
performance studies scholar David Román challenges the belief that theatre, dance, and live music are
marginal art forms in the United States. He describes the crucial role that the performing arts play in local,
regional, and national communities, emphasizing the power of live performance, particularly its immediacy
and capacity to create a dialogue between artists and audiences. Román draws attention to the ways that the
performing arts provide unique perspectives on many of the most pressing concerns within American
studies: questions about history and politics, citizenship and society, and culture and nation.

The performances that Román analyzes range from localized community-based arts events to full-scale
Broadway productions and from the controversial works of established artists such as Tony Kushner to those
of emerging artists. Román considers dances produced by the choreographers Bill T. Jones and Neil
Greenberg in the mid-1990s as new aids treatments became available and the aids crisis was reconfigured; a
production of the Asian American playwright Chay Yew’s A Beautiful Country in a high-school auditorium
in Los Angeles’s Chinatown; and Latino performer John Leguizamo’s one-man Broadway show Freak. He
examines the revival of theatrical legacies by female impersonators and the resurgence of cabaret in New
York City. Román also looks at how the performing arts have responded to 9/11, the U.S. invasion of
Afghanistan, and the second war in Iraq. Including more than eighty illustrations, Performance in America
highlights the dynamic relationships among performance, history, and contemporary culture through which
the past is revisited and the future reimagined.
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From reader reviews:

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Performance in America: Contemporary U.S. Culture
and the Performing Arts. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a book Performance in America: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the Performing
Arts. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a
book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's study.

Dora Dickey:

The guide untitled Performance in America: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the Performing Arts is the guide
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Performance in America: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the
Performing Arts from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Shirley Williams:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Performance in America: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the Performing Arts your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get previous to. The Performance in America: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the
Performing Arts giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lori Gonzales:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be read. Performance in America: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the Performing Arts can be your answer
given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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