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Edmund Spenser's innovative poetic works have a central place in the canon of English literature. Yet he is
remembered as a morally flawed, self-interested sycophant; complicit in England's ruthless colonisation of
Ireland; in Karl Marx's words, 'Elizabeth's arse-kissing poet'-- a man on the make who aspired to be at court
and who was prepared to exploit the Irish to get what he wanted.

In his vibrant and vivid book, the first biography of the poet for 60 years, Andrew Hadfield finds a more
complex and subtle Spenser. How did a man who seemed destined to become a priest or a don become
embroiled in politics? If he was intent on social climbing, why was he so astonishingly rude to the good and
the great Lord Burghley, the earl of Leicester, Sir Walter Ralegh, Elizabeth I and James VI? Why was he
more at home with 'the middling sort' -- writers, publishers and printers, bureaucrats, soldiers, academics,
secretaries, and clergymen -- than with the mighty and the powerful? How did the appalling slaughter he
witnessed in Ireland impact on his imaginative powers? How did his marriage and family life shape his
work?

Spenser's brilliant writing has always challenged our preconceptions. So too, Hadfield shows, does the
contradictory relationship between his between life and his art.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Redd:

This Edmund Spenser: A Life book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Edmund
Spenser: A Life without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Edmund Spenser: A Life can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone.
This Edmund Spenser: A Life having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Margaret Cardwell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Edmund Spenser: A
Life that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could
pick Edmund Spenser: A Life become your own personal starter.

Thomas Taylor:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
Edmund Spenser: A Life can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.

Gloria Castaldo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Edmund Spenser: A
Life.
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