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A wide-ranging consideration of the place of dreams and visions in Islamic societies from the premodern
period to the present. Dreams and visions have always been important in Islamic societies. Yet, their
pervasive impact on Muslim communities and on the lives of individual Muslims remains largely unknown
and rather surprising to Westerners. This book addresses this gap in understanding with a fascinating and
diverse account, taking readers from premodern Islam to the present day. Dreams and visions are shown to
have been, and to be, significant in a range of social, educational, and cultural roles. The book includes a
wealth of examples detailing the Sufi experience. Contributors use Arabic, Persian, Indian, Central Asian,
and Ottoman sources and employ approaches grounded in history, sociology, psychology, anthropology,
religious studies, and literary analysis. This is an illuminating work, showing how ordinary Muslims, Muslim
notables, Sufis, legal scholars, and rulers have perceived both themselves and the world around them through
the prism of dreams and visions. “This book provides a marvelous appreciative look at an important aspect
of the art of narrative across many facets of Muslim community life, and the endurance of that art through
the centuries. The stories communicate not only substantial elements of theological importance but a
pervasive sense of the significance of personal relationships, especially affection for the Prophet, all told
with much warmth and wit.” — John Renard, author of Islam and Christianity: Theological Themes in
Comparative Perspective Ozgen Felek is a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Religious Studies at Stanford
University. She is coeditor (with Walter G. Andrews) of Victoria R. Holbrook’a Armagan. Alexander D.
Knysh is Professor of Islamic Studies at the University of Michigan. His books include Ibn ‘Arabi in the
Later Islamic Tradition: The Making of a Polemical Image in Medieval Islam, also published by SUNY
Press; Islamic Mysticism: A Short History; and Islam in Historical Perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Campfield:

This Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies can be on the list of great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone
with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Dreams
and Visions in Islamic Societies forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Ivan Caputo:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book
that need more time to be learn. Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

John Charles:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dreams and Visions in Islamic
Societies can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Ella McCoy:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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