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A Primer of Ecology, Fourth Edition presents a concise but detailed exposition of the most common
mathematical models in population and community ecology. It is intended to demystify ecological models
and the mathematics behind them by deriving the models from first principles. The book may be used as a
self-teaching tutorial by students, as a primary textbook, or as a supplemental text to a general ecology
textbook. The Primer explains in detail basic concepts of exponential and logistic population growth, age-
structured demography, metapopulation dynamics, competition, predation, island biogeography, succession,
and, in a chapter new to this edition, species richness. Each chapter is carefully graded from simple material
that is appropriate for beginning undergraduates to advanced material, which is suited for upper-division
undergraduates and beginning graduate students. Advanced topics include environmental and demographic
stochasticity, discrete population growth and chaos, stage-structured demography, intraguild predation,
nonlinear predator-prey isoclines, and passive sampling. Each chapter follows the same structure: model
presentation and predictions, model assumptions, model variations, empirical examples, and problems.
Essential equations are highlighted for students use. Intermediate algebraic expressions are also illustrated so
that students see where the equations came from. New terms are introduced in the text in boldface type to
alert students to novel concepts. The Primer contains more mathematical detail than many ecology
textbooks, but avoids jargon and mathematical terminology that can intimidate students. Both simple and
advanced problems are included, followed by fully worked solutions so that students can gain confidence
and a better understanding of the models. Citations are kept to a minimum.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gibbons:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This A Primer of Ecology, Fourth Edition book is readable by simply you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with A
Primer of Ecology, Fourth Edition content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue
to thinking A Primer of Ecology, Fourth Edition is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Kelly Thompson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. A Primer of Ecology, Fourth Edition can be your answer as it can be read by anyone
who have those short time problems.

Mary Tobin:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book A Primer of Ecology, Fourth Edition was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A Primer of Ecology, Fourth
Edition has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that will.

Margaret Conley:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book A Primer of Ecology, Fourth Edition to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and
reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book A
Primer of Ecology, Fourth Edition can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of the time.
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