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Why do the vast majority of heroin users live in cities? In his provocative history of heroin in the United
States, Eric C. Schneider explains what is distinctively urban about this undisputed king of underworld
drugs.

During the twentieth century, New York City was the nation's heroin capital—over half of all known addicts
lived there, and underworld bosses like Vito Genovese, Nicky Barnes, and Frank Lucas used their
international networks to import and distribute the drug to cities throughout the country, generating vast
sums of capital in return. Schneider uncovers how New York, as the principal distribution hub, organized the
global trade in heroin and sustained the subcultures that supported its use.

Through interviews with former junkies and clinic workers and in-depth archival research, Schneider also
chronicles the dramatically shifting demographic profile of heroin users. Originally popular among working-
class whites in the 1920s, heroin became associated with jazz musicians and Beat writers in the 1940s.
Musician Red Rodney called heroin the trademark of the bebop generation. "It was the thing that gave us
membership in a unique club," he proclaimed. Smack takes readers through the typical haunts of heroin
users—52nd Street jazz clubs, Times Square cafeterias, Chicago's South Side street corners—to explain how
young people were initiated into the drug culture.

Smack recounts the explosion of heroin use among middle-class young people in the 1960s and 1970s. It
became the drug of choice among a wide swath of youth, from hippies in Haight-Ashbury and soldiers in
Vietnam to punks on the Lower East Side. Panics over the drug led to the passage of increasingly severe
legislation that entrapped heroin users in the criminal justice system without addressing the issues that led to
its use in the first place. The book ends with a meditation on the evolution of the war on drugs and addresses
why efforts to solve the drug problem must go beyond eliminating supply.
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From reader reviews:

Elisa Hall:

This Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern America) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will
be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in
Modern America) without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture
in Modern America) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Leslie Padilla:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Smack: Heroin
and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern America) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Sherrill Height:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in
Modern America) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Smack: Heroin
and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern America) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Franklin Richter:

This Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern America) is great guide for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can
state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't



mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern America) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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