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The story of thirty-six African American men who drew upon their shared community of The Hills for support
as they fought in the Civil War.

Through wonderfully detailed letters, recruit rosters, and pension records, Edythe Ann Quinn shares the story
of thirty-five African American Civil War soldiers and the United States Colored Troop (USCT) regiments
with which they served. Associated with The Hills community in Westchester County, New York, the
soldiers served in three regiments: the 29th Connecticut Infantry, 14th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery (11th
USCT), and the 20th USCT. The thirty-sixth Hills man served in the Navy. Their ties to family, land, church,
school, and occupational experiences at home buffered the brutal indifference of boredom and battle, the
ravages of illness, the deprivations of unequal pay, and the hostility of some commissioned officers and
white troops. At the same time, their service among kith and kin bolstered their determination and pride.
They marched together, first as raw recruits, and finally as seasoned veterans, welcomed home by generals,
politicians, and above all, their families and friends.

“This book takes a fascinating look at ‘forgotten history’ and makes it clear that, although freedom was
partially gained by these African Americans, their ‘Freedom Journey’ continued long after the shooting
stopped. Highly recommended.” — Civil War News

“Quinn’s meticulous research and refined historical interpretation has allowed her to recover a uniquely
enlightening chapter of nineteenth-century African American history in the North. By tracing the lives of
Union soldiers from a free, black community in Westchester County, New York, we discover the
commitment of these men and their families from The Hills to the eradication of slavery in the South. With
notable sensitivity, the author produces a tale of black men who risked their lives and the security of their
families for the sake of freedom. It is a story about conviction—poignant, inspiring, and persuasive.” —
Myra Young Armstead, editor of Mighty Change, Tall Within: Black Identity in the Hudson Valley

“As an in-depth case study of the African American volunteers from The Hills community who served in the
Civil War, Edythe Ann Quinn’s Freedom Journey is a well-researched book that explores a much needed
ethnic aspect of that war. For those interested in genealogy and local history, Freedom Journey offers unique
insights into the social and cultural history of The Hills community, first settled in the 1790s. Additionally,
the work contains a roster of the volunteers and thirteen historical sidebars that relate to the African
American wartime experience.” — Anthony F. Gero, author of Black Soldiers of New York State: A Proud
Legacy

“Edythe Ann Quinn has taken a little-known community, The Hills in Westchester County, and using a
comprehensively well-resourced and researched methodology, has written not only an enjoyable and
engagingly attractive family history (individual and collective) of black New Yorkers from slavery to
freedom, but as well the sacrifices that the community’s young men gave. It is the voices of those sable
warriors that are heard through the personal letters, woven into the overall engaging literary style of the



author.” — A. J. Williams-Myers, author of Long Hammering: Essays on the Forging of an African
American Presence in the Hudson River Valley to the Early Twentieth Century
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From reader reviews:

Alma Miranda:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Freedom Journey: Black Civil War Soldiers and The Hills
Community, Westchester County, New York (Excelsior Editions). Try to face the book Freedom Journey:
Black Civil War Soldiers and The Hills Community, Westchester County, New York (Excelsior Editions) as
your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Mary Peterson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Freedom Journey: Black Civil War Soldiers and The Hills Community,
Westchester County, New York (Excelsior Editions).

Denise Kerrigan:

This Freedom Journey: Black Civil War Soldiers and The Hills Community, Westchester County, New York
(Excelsior Editions) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Freedom Journey: Black Civil War
Soldiers and The Hills Community, Westchester County, New York (Excelsior Editions) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Marline Deluca:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the



top collection in your reading list is definitely Freedom Journey: Black Civil War Soldiers and The Hills
Community, Westchester County, New York (Excelsior Editions). This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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