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Probably no Native American handicrafts are more widely admired than Navajo weaving and Navajo and
Pueblo silver work. This book, which is now in its third large printing, contains the most important and
complete account of Indian jewelry fashioned by the Navajo, the Zuni, the Hopi, and other Pueblo peoples.
"With the care of a meticulous and thorough scholar, the author has told the story of his several years'
investigation of jewelry making among the Southwestern Indians," says The Dallas Times Herald. "So richly
decorative are the plates he uses ... that the conscientious narrative is surrounded by an atmosphere of
genuinely exciting visual experience." John Adair is a trained ethnologist who has lived and worked among
these Indians.

To prepare his book, Mr. Adair made an exhaustive examination of the principal museum collections of
Navajo and Pueblo silver work, both early and modem, in Santa Fe, Colorado Springs, Chicago, New York,
and Philadelphia. He visited trading posts in the Indian country and examined and photographed silver on the
pawn racks and in important private collections. He lived for a time among the Navajo, watched them make
their jewelry, and actually learned to work silver himself in the hogan of one of the leading artisans, Tom
Burnsides. Many of the photographs he made at the time are used as illustrations in this book. He spent
months among the Indians in New Mexico and Arizona and became personally acquainted with many of
their silversmiths. Later, as field worker for the Indian Arts and Crafts Board, he studied the economics of
Navajo and Pueblo silversmithing; and still later he became manager of the Navajo Arts and Crafts Guild, a
tribal enterprise.

The Navajo and Pueblo Silversmiths provides a full history of the craft and the actual names and localities of
the pioneer craftsmen who introduced the art of the silversmith to their people. Despite its present high stage
of development, with its many subtle and often exquisite designs, the art of working silver is not an ancient
one among the Navajo and Pueblo Indians. There are men still living today who remember the very first
silversmiths.

Mr. Adair gives full details, as he observed them, of the methods and techniques of manufacture over a
primitive forge with homemade tools. He tells both of the fine pieces made for trade among the Indians
themselves and of the newer, cheaper types of jewelry produced for sale to tourists. He discusses standards
and qualities of Indian silver and describes the work of the Indian schools in helping preserve traditional
design in the fine silver of today. His excellent photographs of some of the most notable pieces, old and new,
provide examples for evaluation. This volume, therefore, will serve the layman, the ethnologist, and the
dealer alike as a guide to proper values in Indian silver jewelry, and will provide the basis for authoritative
knowledge and appreciation of a highly skilled creative art.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Navajo and Pueblo Silversmiths (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series). Try to make book The Navajo and Pueblo Silversmiths (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Aaron Ryan:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Navajo and
Pueblo Silversmiths (The Civilization of the American Indian Series), you may tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Daniel Martin:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Navajo and Pueblo Silversmiths (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The The Navajo and Pueblo Silversmiths (The Civilization
of the American Indian Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here
is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Grant Rickard:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and



comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the The Navajo and Pueblo Silversmiths (The Civilization of the American
Indian Series) when you necessary it?
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